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Notes from the Pastor

Happy Spring, and in case you missed it, here is the amazing Earth Day Sermon by our very own Renee Serota.
Thank you, Renee! - Curran

When Naomi Klein was twenty-six years old, she visited the Philippines to do research for her book “No Logo,” a
story about the destructive business practices of large corporations. She met hundreds of exploited workers who
were in the midst of struggling for their rights, banding together to fight businesses such as Disney or Nike. It
was a simple narrative, but Klein was shocked by a detail that seemed to contradict everything she knew about
activism: all of the workers wore clothing from the very brands they were fighting against.

She asked one of the labor organizers about it and the man didn’t really understand her question. For the people
he worked with, individual actions were considered meaningless. What they wore and what they ate was not the
focus of their activism because power didn’t rest in what they did as individuals, but rather in what they did as a
collective. As a group, they were lobbying and striking to change business practices and become unionized, their
sheer numbers overwhelming corporate opposition.

Later in her life, Klein found that this experience provided the perfect metaphor for climate change action, a
clear answer to the question many of us have: “how do |, as an individual, help fight climate change?”

The simple answer is that there is not much that we, as individuals, can do to stop climate change. The vast
majority of environmental damage comes from governments and corporations, and while actions such as water
conservation and recycling and using electric cars does have an impact on greenhouse gas emissions, they are
not enough to offset large-scale industrial pollution. They are not enough to stop deforestation or save
endangered species or keep sea levels from rising. By concentrating on personal actions, we run the risk of
assuming that we have done enough, and that we are not obligated to participate in more widespread actions.

The only thing that combat climate change is large-scale structural change that will take the collective work of
hundreds and thousands and millions of people to be successful. It will take new laws and new policy at all levels
of government, and it will take a lot of people and a lot of effort to get to that place.

And this brings me to the reason I am standing here before you today, the Juliana v. United States case that will
be heard in a district court on October 21, 2018, three years after the case was first filed. In the case, 21 young
plaintiffs are suing the US Government for failing to act against climate change, arguing that the government’s
actions have violated my generation’s right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

(continued on last page)




We are exceedingly fortunate to have a great depth of leadership at FCCS. Many in our congregation take on
volunteer opportunities, serve on Teams and Committees, participate on a Hospitality Team, and organize and
coordinate projects and events. For all of these contributions that strengthen our church and congregation, we are
exceedingly grateful. We benefit from the sharing of talents and good thinking on many levels.

Resignation of Vice Moderator: A mid-year transition in leadership at the level of Council is now underway. Joan
Howarth, Vice Moderator, has decided that with many family obligations and Matt’s pending retirement, she cannot
assume the position of Moderator beginning in 2019, as anticipated. She intends to stay active and involved (she’s
Joan!). She is the person behind virtually every Church event, the caretaker of the Sanctuary, and the institutional
memory for our physical plant from her years as treasurer and chair of P&F. Joan understands the vagaries of the
kitchen and she is the welcoming presence everywhere on our campus. We are blessed by her many contributions
over many years. Joan will stay on Council through December 2018.

Our New Moderator: At its April meeting, Council voted in a new Vice Moderator who will assume that position
May 1. I am happy to report that MARY BETH HALSEY accepted our invitation. She will continue as Stewardship
Chair/ Member of Council as she assumes responsibilities as Vice Moderator and continues to participate with the

ongoing projects that Council is working on this year. Mary Beth will assume the Moderator responsibilities on
January 1, 2019, with the new slate of officers.

Mary Beth will be an excellent moderator. She brings leadership experience; a longtime connection to UCC and to
this church; an understanding gained from serving on several FCCS committees; and strong writing, speaking, and
listening skills to the position. I asked her to introduce herself to you personally so you could know a little more
about her:

From Mary Beth: In a sense, I was born into the UCC. You see, my parents and my grandparents were members of the

First Congregational Church of Almont, Michigan just down the street from where we lived. So, when I moved to
Sonoma in 1975 and found the First Congregational Church just down the street from where I lived on Patten, it felt like
I'was coming home.

After spending time in Baltimore and San Francisco where I was an RN, my husband and I moved to Sonoma to begin
his medical practice and, in time, raise a family. Sonoma was much like the town in which I had grown up: small, with
lots of opportunities to get involved. And, I did. I worked, volunteered with the League for Historic Preservation and
found FCC where I was actively engaged. We had Elizabeth and Matt who were baptized in the church and attended
Sunday school. Sadly, that marriage ended and the church became even more important to me by providing support to
me as a single woman.

It was a friend who said to me one day: “What would you do if you could do anything in the world?” I immediately
responded, “I want to teach high school English!” The response came out so fast that I knew it was something
important. So, I retrained myself and taught English, eventually retiring as a high school principal. My life as a single
parent of two who worked in Santa Rosa took me away from the church physically but not emotionally. I thought about
the church and its people as I passed it on my way to and from work and I knew that I would return one day. And I did
some four years ago.

So, why did I agree to be Moderator? Since retiring six years ago, I have worked to create a life in retirement that gives
me the opportunities for personal growth now that I have time. I have culled my volunteer responsibilities to those that
give me the most satisfaction. I am now able to write on a daily basis, read voraciously, hike and explore watercolor.
Yet, there is a hole in the area most important to me and that is in my involvement with the church. With the ongoing
support from the members of FCC, I look forward to the growth opportunity that the position will provide for me as
much as I want to be a part of the future of the Church in exploring new roles for our campus, increasing membership
and serving the community that I love.

We will be in great hands with Mary Beth at the helm of our ship. Please take a moment to congratulate her and let
her know of ways that you might like to be involved next year!



Not surprisingly, the greatest gifts to people in need are: VISITS (preferably in person, but phone and emails
help), RIDES, and SOUP (prepared meals of any type).

Please consider where you might fit in and let me know. I could store soup in my freezer...hint, hint. Please feel
free to share concerns with Caring Friends: Sara Donnelly, Lory Campagna, Susan Harris, Carolyn Osburn, Bev
Pearson, and of course, Curran.

Please remember in your prayers:
Helen and Bob Rowntree, Rudy Doormann and Mary Cort, Ev Evkhanian and Louise Parnell, Brian Smucker,
Diane Patterson, Rachel and Dawnielle Erps, Loretta Wilkinson, Gwen Schafer.

Change is in the air! The Education Committee is evolving. As is the case with some other Church committees,
we are redefining our mission and role within the Church. At this time we are composing a new mission
statement.

Godly Play continues to engage the children, offering a fresh pathway as familiar Bible stories are explored. There
will be a training for "shepherds” (classroom assistants) on May 6 after the second worship service. Katie Morrison
and Alan Kelchner will lead the session. We encourage all interested people to attend. This is a dynamic and
important part of our Church. It offers a wonderful opportunity to become involved in the spiritual education of
our youngest members.

Next month Alan Kelchner will present a three-week class on the Hebrew Scriptures. In his own words, "How
many Creation stories do we find in Genesis? What is the single most important event in the Hebrew

Bible?" Classes will be held on Thursday afternoons from 2:30 - 4 p.m. on May 10, 17, and 24. Please let Alan know
if you plan to attend (alan@kelchners.com).

Trial Date Set for Groundbreaking Kids' Climate Lawsuit

Save the date and join us to support our youth and our climate. A trial date of October 29 has been set for a
landmark climate change lawsuit brought by a group of young Americans, represented by Our Children's Trust.

Will you join us and support our youth? We need them and they need us to speak up for our climate! The Earth
Care Committee plans on going to Eugene's Federal Court on their first day of trail, October 29. Please join us to
support and empower these brave youth as they head into the courtroom to face the U.S. government.

The Earth Care Committee will be sending more information next month about our plans, but please save the
date (October 29, 2018) and join us!!



https://www.ecowatch.com/climate-change

Special Dates Please note: All donations must be clean and usable items,

and we regret that we can no longer accept furniture.

50% off all clothing and linens: Donations should only be left when workers are present.

Thursday, May 24, Saturday, May 26,

and Thursday, June 21 An extremely large donation (more than 20 bags) was recently

left when no one was there to receive it and we were not

0 1 .
50% off everything:Saturday, June 23 prepared to process it. If you have a large donation, please

75% off everything: Thursday, June 28 contact Patricia Serota (707-815-2759, partiricads@comcast.net)

Fill a Bag for $2: Saturday, June 30 to make an appointment to drop it off.
Closed for the month of July As always, many thanks to everyone who helps make the thrift
Re-opening Thursday, Aug. 2, 2018 shop such a success.

As you can see by the pictures below, our was very successful! We had more kids and families

than expected, and we were still able to have the children enjoy hunting eggs. Plus, we gave out gift cards to those
who needed some extra support. This was our third way of helping folks affected by the October fires. Thank you
to the many who volunteered to help!

We are supporting our this year in two Pride parades. We will march in
Santa Rosa on June 2 and in San Francisco on June 24. For more information, see the full article in this Grapevine.

For your calendar: Work party with UCC Synod participants at on June 15 from 3:00 - 5:30 p.m.

Looking for a way to help for only one hour occasionally? The distributes food here in
the parking lot on most Saturdays and needs help from noon to 1 p.m. Contact Janice at

janicemattison@gmail.com to get on the list.
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Our thanks to all of the Fellowship Team members who are creating a warm and welcoming time after the 10:30 a.m.
service on each Sunday. Here is the schedule for June:
June 3 Team One: Ellen LaBruce, Janice Mattison, and Janet Volkman
June 10 Team Two: Alexanne Bassett, Pat Noel, Randy States, Linda States, and Gitte Cochrane
June 17 Team Three: Margie Mitchell, Bev Pearson, Bill Hutchinson, Kim Pack, and Elizabeth and Bob Griego
June 24 Team Four: Patricia Henley, Taras and Diane Lumiere, and Kathleen Gray

AFOR YOUR CALENDARS A

New Class “Bible 101” - May 10, 17, and 24

How many creation stories do we find in Genesis? What is the single most important event in the Hebrew

Bible? Why is it culturally insensitive to refer to the Jewish sacred scriptures as “The Old Testament”? If such
questions intrigue you, come join us for this lively 3-week class. We will meet on Thursday afternoons, May 10, 17,

and 24, from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. Please let Alan know you are coming alan@kelchners.com). And bring a Bible!
- Alan Kelchner

Camp Caz - Sept 28-30
Mark your calendars now for the annual Family Camp at Caz! Spring is just beginning, but before you know it,
summer will be in full swing. There is no better way to cap off a fun-filled summer than spending a weekend with
your church friends at our glorious UCC Camp Cazadero. Our friends from Danville Congregational Church will join
with us again. Last year we had about 9o campers which made for a very lively weekend complete with hikes, games,
discussions, quiet time, a rousing slab dance, and great food. Registrations will open in June. If you would like to
help with the planning please let me know. For now, save the dates!

- Susan Kelchner

Church Ladies and Gents for Gay Rights 2018

For several years members of our church have borne radical subversive
witness to the rights of all by marching as the Church Ladies & Gents for
Gay Rights in the San Francisco Pride Parade. This year we have two
opportunities to stand up and be counted (while having a great time).
Note: Although it’s fun to dress up for the parades, it’s not required —
wear what’s comfortable for you.

Saturday, June 2, 2018: Sonoma County Pride Parade & Celebration,
noon to 8 p.m. in Courthouse Square in Santa Rosa. Plans are still
evolving, but several Sonoma County UCC churches are joining together
to march in the parade (at noon, and about 4-5 blocks long) and to have a
booth in the festival. You can march in the parade, take a turn sitting at
the booth, or do both.

Sunday, June 24, 2018: San Francisco Pride Parade. This year rather

Please join us! Both events will be | 1,5 having our own contingent we will be joining the United in Spirit

a great time and make a strong group. We will still carry our banners and do our routines, but this means

statement. To sign up or for more | o hers of our contingent will also be able to sign up to ride on the

details, contact Ellen LaBruce at United in Spirit trolley, instead of walking.

707-938-1993, elabruce@sonic.net.

- Patricia Henley



Lois (Lolo) Chambers (joined 2017)

Lolo was born in Japan to second generation missionaries. She came to the states ate age six and has lived
more than 50 years in Sonoma (the home of her heart). She currently lives with her husband, Jack. She has
two daughters that live in Sonoma as well. Lolo is a sister to five brothers. She’s been an artist all her life;
she loves to imagine and create. She was delighted to find FCC Sonoma and the active, devoted, and
creative expansive community that we are. She is looking forward to connecting more with this lively and
thoughtful community and through that connection moving into new directions.

Patricia de Jong (joined 201

Pat is a retired minister in the United Church of Christ. She lives with her husband, Sam Keen, on a
beautiful Sonoma acreage up on Norrbom Rd--which survived the wildfires but needs lots of tender care
these days. Pat serves on the Board of Directors of Church World Service and also works on projects
involving women, leadership, and justice initiatives with Auburn Seminary in NYC. She teaches
improvisational theater for the fun of it and also leads seminars at the Esalen and Omega Institutes.

Rev. Anne Hoffmann (joined April 2018)

Reverend Anne Hoffmann (Interim at FCCUCC Santa Rosa), born in Chicago, raised a
Jersey Girl, and lived most of her many years in New York City, has served churches across
the USA but she loves California and says, “They will have to cart me in chains over the
Donner Pass and dump me on the other side. I'm not leaving.” Anne is a member of
Actor’s Equity - enough said. She enjoys reading, drumming, writing, laughing, dancing
and driving her mini cooper over the Sonoma County hills.

Easter Egg Hunt at FCC
https://youtu.be/hVxLCST8qOw

“And Can It Be?” - Hand Bell Choir
https://yvoutu.be/6gpsofuyo-Q

“Hallelujah Chorus” - Hand Bell Choir
https://youtu.be/CJIBiokWpvA

“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” - Hand Bell Choir

What a treat to welcome Emily Webber
https://youtu.be/3KkOsmnhooU

(left) and Renee Serota home for spring
break! They are both excelling in college:
Renee at Cal Berkeley and Emily at UC

Past sermons can be found on our website:
http://sonomaucc.org/spiritual-growth-2/worship/sermons/

Davis. Their spirits enliven and delight us
and we send them all our love.
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Continued from Page 1

Our Children’s Trust is the organization that is sponsoring the case, along with smaller cases across the country
where young people are taking their state governments to court to demand action on climate change.

Climate change has been the elephant in the room for my entire life. I cannot remember a time when [ was not
worried about what my future would look like due to climate change, and I have seen the real effects of it first-
hand. The irregular weather patterns and frequent extreme weather events that have been a new development for
many of you in the audience are the new normal for people my age. The overwhelming heat, the lack of rain...this
is California’s share of the burden. Other places face cold temperatures and more storms. Soon enough, our Bay
Area will have to face the problem of rising sea levels head-on.

[ don’t want to add to the panic about climate change. All of us know how serious of a problem this is. The
question now is what we can do about it, and the tireless work of Our Children’s Trust and the young plaintiffs
provides us with a clear path forward.

I am here today as part of the United Church of Christ’s 1000 Sermon initiative, where 1000 young people across
the country address their congregation to garner support for the Juliana v. United States case and for climate
change action in general. The intention behind the initiative is to build community support within the church
system for legal and political actions against climate change, mobilizing us to go beyond our individual actions and
join together to make real change.

It will not be an easy road. Collective action is harder and more time-consuming that personal actions like
composting or buying sustainable products. It does not always proceed in a straight line: The Juliana case has been
repeatedly blocked by the United States government and just over a month ago, a judge finally ruled that the
federal government could not unilaterally throw out the case, forcing them to finally accept the court date in
October.

As a college student at UC Berkeley, I am surrounded by collective action at every corner. Campaigns to divest
from fossil fuels, to save the bees, to get the campus to zero waste...the campus is in the midst of moving away
from a mantra of personal choice to a movement of working together to persuade lawmakers to listen to our voice.

[ ask you to listen to the voices of my generation, to the plaintiffs in Juliana and all the rest of us, who do not have
the luxury of not caring about climate change, who do not have the luxury to focus on ourselves when we could be
working together.

As the Japanese writer Ryunosuke Satoro said: individually, we are one drop, together we are an ocean. I am asking
for our church, our small community, to make a commitment to being part of this ocean of change, working until
our future, my future and your children and grandchildren’s future, is finally safe.

- Renee Serota
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